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are a people of religion; and by their fate as a people,
religion will be judged; not their religion only, but
all religion which believes in the power of the spirit*
Ultimately, therefore, their existence has significance
for all religions. It is an experiment in religion. The
story is told of one1 who when asked for some
evidence of the existence God, replied " The Jews ".
There is a sense in which that is true. The Jews have
by their existence in the past shown the power of the
human spirit, and by their continued existence will
prove the power of the spirit. And the power of
spirit is proof of the existence of God.

To those who do not attach much or any value to
religion, this description of the Jews may relegate
them to an unimportant position in the life of
humanity. If this estimate of religion were true, it
would not only affect the valuation of the Jews. Its
consequences would go much farther. It would
mean not only that the Jews' present existence is
meaningless; it would also mean that their whole
history was a tragedy of error and that their con-
tinuance is pathetic folly. There is no escape from
these alternatives: either the history of the Jews has
been of profound significance for the human race;

1 It is told of Frederick the Great and his Court thaplain,
and also of Henry IV of France and the Due de Sully*